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Executive Summary 

 
Survey date:  04/06/15 

Location: 1 McWilliam Road, Bournemouth, BH9 3BA 

Grid Reference:      SZ 091 948 

Surveyor:  Richard Bates 
 

The site comprises mainly tall ruderal plants with small areas of bare ground, gravel hardstanding, semi-

improved grassland, scattered trees, dense shrub, a hedgerow and one disused outbuilding.  

 

The site was assessed for its potential to support protected species and habitats. The building on site 
was assessed as holding negligible potential to support roosting bats. Two ash (Fraxinus excelsior) trees 

on site were recorded as having a dense covering of ivy (Hedera helix). Recommendations have been 

made in section 4 regarding these trees should they be removed as part of the development. 

 

The scattered trees, dense shrub and hedgerow present on site provide opportunities for nesting birds. 
Recommendations for the removal of these habitats have been made in section 4.  

 

Rhododendron (Rhododendron sp.) was recorded within the dense shrubs on site. Recommendations 

have been made in section 4 regarding the removal of this invasive species. 
 

The semi-improved grassland and edges of the tall ruderal habitat provide potential refuge and foraging 

opportunities for reptiles. The areas of bare ground adjacent to the tall ruderal habitat also provide 

good basking opportunities for reptiles. Recommendations have been made in section 4. 

 
Five holes characteristic of badgers (Meles meles) were identified on site. Four holes appear to be 

occasionally used and one is disused. However, no direct evidence of badgers, such as latrines, was 

noted during the survey and a fox (Vulpes vulpes) was disturbed during the initial visit. Recommendations 

have been made in section 4 to determine whether badgers are present on site. 
 

 

  



 

Scope 
 

Survey 

An extended phase 1 survey looks at the area to assess its likely value for protected species and other 

wildlife. It is not a specific survey for any one species and looks for general habitat types but it will 
identify the need for further survey work if required.     

 

Site 

The site comprises mainly tall ruderal plants with small areas of bare ground, gravel hardstanding, semi-
improved grassland, scattered trees, dense shrub, a hedgerow and one disused outbuilding. The site is 

situated within the urban development of Bournemouth and is surrounded by residential properties and 

roads. 

 

Plan 
The proposed works include the demolition of the disused outbuilding and the construction of three 

new residential buildings with associated car parking and access.   

 

 

Existing site plan of 1 McWilliam Road, 

Bournemouth 
 
 

 

Development 

site boundary 

 
 

 

1. Species records 

Species records have not been requested for this survey.  Further work is proposed and a data search 

may be needed at a later stage. 



 

 

2. Methodology 

 
Equipment 

 

 Camera  

 Binoculars 

 

The entire site was surveyed for protected species and for the potential for protected species. Habitat 
features of interest were also noted. Consideration was given to designated sites within a 5km radius of 

the site. Potential impacts of the development on citation species or habitats were assessed. Species 

looked for included:  

 

Bats:  The building was searched internally in all areas and examined externally from the ground.  Trees 
with crevice potential for bats were examined using binoculars where possible. 

 

Breeding Birds:  Areas suitable for use by nesting birds were examined and the surveyor looked for 

evidence of past nest sites. 
 

Reptiles and Amphibians:  Habitat features that could be suitable as hibernacula or feeding/resting 

areas were looked for.   

 

Badgers: Any area that could be used for feeding or could potentially contain a Badger sett was 
surveyed and any signs noted. 

 

Dormice: Area with the potential to support dormice, such as hedgerows, woodland and areas of 

scrub, were noted. 
 

Legislation relating to the species above can be found in Appendix 1 of this report. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 



 

3. Results and Conclusions 

 

The results of the extended phase 1 habitat survey are presented below and a phase 1habitat map of the 
site is available in Appendix 2. 

 

Bats 

The building and trees on site were assessed for their potential to support roosting bats. Two large ash 
trees on the southern boundary of the site were noted to be ivy covered. Recommendations have been 

made in section 4 should these trees be removed as part of the development. 

 

The following was noted about the building: 

 
Disused outbuilding (Target note 1) 

 

 The building is a single storey breeze block construction. 

 The building has a flat corrugated metal roof that is partial collapsed. 

 A wooden window frame is present on the building. No glass is present in the frame. 

 A wooden door is present and appears to be left open permanently. 

 The building measures approximately 3.5m in length, 3m in width and 2m in height. 

 The interior is entirely filled with discarded office material and plastic piping. 

 No internal void is present. 

 No potential roosting features are present.  

 
Breeding birds 

Areas of dense shrubs, scattered trees and a hedgerow are present on site. These habitats provide 

potential nesting opportunities for birds. Recommendations have been made in section 4. 

 

Reptiles and Amphibians 
The site mainly comprises tall ruderal habitat with small areas of bare ground and semi-improved 

grassland close by. These areas provide potential basking, refuge and foraging opportunities for reptiles 

and amphibians. Recommendations have been made for further survey work in section 4. 

 

A desktop survey of the area revealed no ponds within 500m of the site. As such, it is highly unlikely 
that protected amphibians such as great crested newts will be present on site. 

 
Badgers 
Five holes characteristic of badgers were identified during the phase 1 survey and a number of animal 

trails were recorded across the site. Four of the holes were classified as in occasional use and the fifth 

was classified as disused. The location of the holes is highlighted on the phase 1 habitat map in Appendix 

2.  

 
Despite a thorough search of the site, no conclusive evidence of badgers was found. No badger hairs or 

prints were recorded around the holes and no latrines were found. During the survey, one fox was 

recorded on site. Further surveys are recommended in section 4 to determine whether the holes are in 

use by badgers.  
 

Dormice   

The areas of dense shrubs on site provide very limited foraging opportunities for dormice. However, it 

is completely isolated from the wider landscape and is insufficient in species variation to support 



 

dormice. The scattered trees on site are too widely spaced to support dormice. It is therefore highly 

unlikely that dormice are present on site. No further work is recommended.  

 
Habitats:  

The site comprises mainly tall ruderal plants with small areas of bare ground, gravel hardstanding, semi-

improved grassland, scattered trees, dense shrub and a hedgerow. The following species were noted 

within each habitat: 
 

 

Semi-improved grassland (Target note 2) 

Species Common name 

Grasses 

False brome Brachypodium sylvaticum 

Cock’s foot Dactylis glomerata 

Yorkshire-fog Holcus lanatus 

Annual meadow grass Poa annua 

Herbaceous species 

Hedge bindweed Calystegia sepium 

Cut leaved crane’s-bill Geranium dissectum 

Green alkanet Pentaglottis sempervirens 

Bracken Pteridium aquilinum 

Bramble Rubus fruticosus agg. 

 

Tall ruderal (Target note 3) 

Species Common name 

Grasses 

False brome Brachypodium sylvaticum 

Annual meadow grass Poa annua 

Herbaceous species 

Three-cornered leek Allium triquetrum 

Hedge bindweed Calystegia sepium 

Shepard’s-purse Capsella bursa-pastoris 

Sedge sp. Carex sp. 

Spear thistle Cirsium vulgare 

Cleavers Galium aparine 

Wood avens Geum urbanum 

Bramble Rubus fruticosus agg. 

Goat willow sapling Salix caprea 

Common ragwort Senecio jacobaea 

Red campion Silene dioica 

Common nettle Urtica dioica 

 

Dense shrubs (Target note 4) 

Species Common name 

Herbaceous species 

Ivy Hedera helix 



 

Holly Ilex aquifolium 

Wild privet Ligustrum vulgare 

Blackthorn Prunus spinosa 

Rhododendron Rhododendron sp. 

Bramble  Rubus fruticosus 

Elder Sambucus nigra 

 

Rhododendron was recorded within the dense shrubs on site. As rhododendron is now listed as an 

invasive species under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981, recommendations have been made in 

section 4 regarding the removal of this plant. 
 

Bare ground (Target note 5) 

Species Common name 

Herbaceous species 

Ivy Hedera helix 

Bracken Pteridium aquilinum 

Bramble Rubus fruticosus agg. 

 
Scattered trees (Target note 6) 

Species Common name 

Trees 

Horse chestnut Aesculus hippocastanum 

Ash Fraxinus excelsior 

Common laburnum Laburnum anagyroides 

Goat willow Salix caprea 

 

Hedgerow (Target note 7) 

Species Common name 

Trees 

Ash Fraxinus excelsior 

Wild privet Ligustrum vulgare 

 

Gravel hardstanding (Target note 8) 

Species Common name 

Grasses 

False brome Brachypodium sylvaticum 

Yorkshire-fog Holcus lanatus 

Herbaceous species 

Dandelion Taraxacum agg. 

Cat’s-ear Hypochaeris radicata 

Bramble Rubus fruticosus 

Bird’s-foot trefoil Lotus corniculatus 

 

 

 



 

 

Designated sites 

Table 1 below lists sites designated for nature conservation located within 5km of the site. 
 

Table 1: Statutory and non-statutory designated sites within a 5 km radius of 1 McWilliam 

Road, Bournemouth. 

 

Site name Conservation status Distance 

from site  
Size 

(Ha) 
Dorset Heathlands RAMSAR1, SPA2 2.3km 8185.96 
Dorset Heaths SAC3 4.7km 5719.72 
Turbary & Kinson Commons SSSI 2.3km 36.15 
Bourne Valley SSSI4, LNR5 2.5km 72.84 
Moors River System SSSI 3.3km 291.91 
Parley Common SSSI 3.3km 163.93 
Hurn Common SSSI 3.7km 83.41 
Poole Bay Cliffs SSSI 3.8km 12.31 
Canford Heath SSSI 4.7km 413.07 
Town Common SSSI 4.7km 256.04 
St Leonards and St Ives heaths SSSI 5.0km 529.89 
Redhill Common LNR 640m 7.13 
Stour Valley LNR 1.1km 33.68 
Kinson Common LNR 2.3km 14.91 
Turbary Common LNR 2.5km 42.87 
Pugs Hole LNR 3.0km 4.2 
Millhams Mead LNR 3.2km 18.38 
Alder Hills LNR 3.2km 4.31 
Boscombe Chine LNR 3.8km 3.58 
Boscombe & Southbourne Overcliff LNR 4.3km 8.68 
Ilford Meadows LNR 4.9km 15.59 
 

The site is located within 1km of a LNR and within 5km of a RAMSAR and SPA site. However, the 

development is small scale and is highly unlikely to have any environment impact on the nearby Redhill 

Common LNR through pollution, dust or noise. Similarly, as the development is for three residential 
buildings in an already urbanised area no significant impact on visitor numbers to the Dorset Heathlands 

RAMSAR/SPA is likely through the development. No further work is required. 

 

Constraints 
Two of the trees on site were noted as being sufficiently ivy covered to prevent a full inspection for bat 

potential. Recommendations have been made regarding this. No other constraints were noted. 

 

  

                                            
1
 RAMSAR: Convention on Wetlands 

2
 SPA: Special Protection Area 

3
 SAC: Special Area of Conservation 

4
 SSSI: Site of Special Scientific Interest 

5
 LNR: Local Nature Reserve 



 

4. Recommendations 

 

Nesting birds 
 

 The phase 1 habitat survey identified suitable nesting bird habitat within the dense shrubs, hedgerow 

and scattered trees. Where necessary, clearance of these habitats should be undertaken outside of 

the bird nesting season (March – end August). This will include the removal of any trees or shrubs 

necessary for the proposed development and includes any cutting back or removal of the hedgerow. 
If the works are to commence during the bird nesting season, an ecologist will check these habitat 

for nesting birds immediately prior to work commencing. Should any nesting birds be present, 

works will be postponed until the fledglings have left the nest. 

 

Bats 
 

 Two ash trees located on the southern boundary of the site were noted as being covered in dense 

ivy. The trees cannot be fully inspected from ground level and the ivy offers low potential for 

roosting bats. If these trees are due to be removed as part of the development an aerial inspection 

by a qualified tree climber may be required. 

 
Reptiles  

 
 As parts of the site hold foraging, refuge and basking opportunities for reptiles, reptile surveys 

should be carried out to establish if reptiles are present on the site. Reptile surveys involve placing 
artificial refugia across suitable areas of the site. These refugia are left for approximately one week 

to become established and are then checked seven times. These surveys can be conducted between 

March and October, with the most effective months being April, May and September.  

 If reptiles are found to be present a suitable mitigation scheme will need to be incorporated into the 

development plans. This may include excluding reptiles from the work area, a destructive search of 

the site or translocating reptiles to a suitable alternative site. The final mitigation requirements will 
be determined after the reptile survey is completed. 

 

Badgers 

 

 The initial phase 1 habitat survey identified five holes characteristic of badgers on site. Four holes 

were categorised as in occasional use and one hole was disused. Although no direct evidence of 

badgers was recorded on site, a minimum of two badger monitoring visits should be undertaken to 

establish whether the holes are used by badgers.  

 The monitoring visits involve a simple technique of placing sticks covered in sticky tape across the 

entrance of the holes. If badgers are actively using the holes, the sticks will be displaced by the 

badgers. The aim of the monitoring visits is to establish the presence of badgers by examining the 
sticks for badger hairs. The holes will also be examined for any badger paw prints or nearby latrines. 

Where possible, a trail camera will also be deployed to capture images of any badgers or other 

wildlife using the holes. 
 
Invasive species 

 

 A small number of rhododendron plants were noted within the dense shrubs. Should the proposed 

works include the removal of these plants, care must be taken to prevent the accidental spread of 

the seeds of the plants. Precautionary measures for preventing the spread of this species are noted 

below: 



 

 

 Plants to be removed must be cut and burnt on site to minimise the risk of spreading seeds.  

 Work boots must be cleaned thoroughly after clearance of the rhododendron and before 

leaving site. This will minimise the risk of spreading seeds stuck to the bottom of work boots, a 

known vector of spreading invasive species.  
 

 

  



 

Appendix 1:  Legislation (summary) 

 

Wildlife Protection legislation 
 

Mammals: 

 

Otters, dormice, water voles, and all bat species are fully protected under section 9 (5) of the 
Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended). According to this act it is an offence to:  

 

 Intentionally  capture, kill or injure one of these animals 

 Intentionally or recklessly damage, destroy or obstruct access to any structure or place 

used by one of these animals for shelter or protection 

 Intentionally or recklessly disturb an animal whilst it is using this place 

 sell, offer for sale or advertise for one of these animals live or dead 

 
Designated as European Protected Species’ otters, dormice, and all bat species receive additional 

protection from the Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2010, under Schedule 2 which 

implements the EC Directive 92/43/EEC in the United Kingdom. In accordance with this act, it is an 

offence to: 

 

 Deliberately capture or kill a European Protected Species 

 Deliberately disturb a European Protected Species 

 Damage or destroy the breeding site or resting place of a European Protected Species 

 

The greater and lesser horseshoe bats, barbastelle and bechstein’s bats, are also listed under 

Schedule 2 of the Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations. Areas which support populations of 

these species can therefore be considered for designation as a Special Areas of Conservation (SACs).  
 

Badgers receive protection from the Protection of Badgers Act 1992. According to this act, it is an 

offence to: 

 

 to willfully kill, injure, take, possess or cruelly ill-treat a badger;  

 to attempt to do so; or  

 to intentionally or recklessly interfere with a sett.  
 

 

Reptiles and Amphibians: 

 

Slow worms, adders, grass snake, viviparous lizard, are protected against intentional killing, 
injuring or sale under section 9 (1) of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended).  

 

Great crested newt, natterjack toad, sand lizard and smooth snake are fully protected under 

section 9 (5) of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended). These species also receive 

additional protection as European Protected Species under schedule 2 of the Conservation of 
Habitats and Species Regulations 2010, which implements the EC Directive 92/43/EEC in the United 

Kingdom.  

 
 

 



 

Biodiversity and Geological Conservation - statutory obligations and their impact within 

the planning system, Part IV Conservation of Species Protected by Law, (Circular 06/05). 

 
The National Planning Framework (NPPF, 2012) recognizes the above as an active document. With 

regard to the Natural Environment, NPPF states: 

 

“development proposals where the primary objective is to conserve or enhance biodiversity should be permitted" 
and "opportunities to incorporate biodiversity in and around developments should be encouraged" (Para 118).  

 

Also, the "presumption in favour of sustainable development (paragraph 14) does not apply where development 

requiring appropriate assessment under the Birds or Habitats Directives is being considered, planned or 

determined" (Para 119). 
 

It encourages planning policies to "minimise impacts on biodiversity and geodiversity by identify[ing] and 

map[ing] components of the local ecological networks, including the hierarchy of international, national and 

locally designated sites of importance for biodiversity, wildlife corridors and stepping stones that connect them 

and areas identified by local partnerships for habitat restoration or creation" (Para 117). 

 

 

  



 

Appendix 2: Phase 1 map 
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Key to Phase 1 Habitat Map 

 

 
Hard standing 

 Semi-improved grassland 

 Buildings 

 Hedgerow 

 Tall ruderal 

 Dense shrubs 

 Bare ground 

 Scattered tree 

 Badger hole and direction of tunnel 

 
Target note 

 

Target notes to accompany Phase 1 habitat map 
 

Target 
notes 

Description 

T1 A single storey derelict outbuilding in poor condition 
T2 Areas of semi-improved grassland 
T3 A large continuous area of tall ruderal plants 
T4 Areas of dense shrubs, including rhododendron 
T5 Areas of bare ground with sparse vegetation 
T6 Scattered trees, mainly within the tall ruderal vegetation 
T7 A boundary hedgerow 
T8 A gravel driveway, vegetation is beginning to colonise parts of it. 

 

T1 


