
  

  THE BLACKSMITH    

In  2004  planning  permission  was  granted  by  Bournemouth
Council  to Fox Homes Limited to demolish the existing buildings at
64-66  Malvern Road. As well as a pair of semi-detached cottages
fronting  Malvern  Road,  the  site  included  a  one-man  commercial
garage, a disused forge, outbuildings and sheds. Additionally, Fox
Homes bought part of the back garden of 68 Malvern Road.  

The site was developed into a pair of modern semi-detached
houses with three two bedroomed bungalows to the rear. l moved
into one of those bungalows in June 2005.  

As l settled into my new home, I was gradually made aware of
the  history of the area. A number of older local residents said that
they  remembered Percy James running a forge at the location.  

I  decided to research the matter further and discovered that
Percy's father, William John James, must have moved to Malvern
Road  around  1915  as  this  was  when  the  names  James  first
appeared in the Mates Directory.  

William John James was baptised on 12 November 1882 in
the  parish of Wimborne Minster, Dorset, having been born at nearby
Pilford, Dorset. By the time of the 1911 Census, he is recorded as  a
29  year  old  married  man  living  at  35  Shaftesbury  Road,
Bournemouth with his  23 year  old wife,  Dora Bertha,  nee Brake.
They have been married for 5 years and have a son, George, who
is a year old (born 1910). He gives his occupation as a 'Shoeing
General Smith'.  

The couple's second child, PERCY, was born towards the end
of  1913 and grew up to become a blacksmith, like his father. He
married Elsie Dean in the spring of 1939, at the age of 26.  

After WWII Percy is registered as living at 64 Malvern Road
with his wife Elsie and his parents, William John and Dora Bertha
James. He continued to work at the smithy after his father's death in
the  Spring  of  1948,  and  is  still  listed  as  a  blacksmith  in  the
Telephone Directory in 1982. There is a W. J. James listed as living
at 61 Malvern Road at this time - Percy and Bertha's son named
after his grandfather: this is the man known to local residents as Bill
James.  



In 1985, W. J. James is listed as the blacksmith at No 64 as
well as  resident at No 61, but by 1990 he has changed his trade to
that of  Motor Engineer.  

Percy died in 2002 at the age of 89, at which time the family
sold  the business and the land. ( Bill  is believed to have moved
abroad).  

The early history of the house itself is quite straightforward as
far  as one can tell. lt was built, along with others in Malvern Road,
after  the  land  had  been  sold  at  an  auction  held  by  the  Earl  of
Malmesbury on 27 July 1862, at the Bath Hotel Bournemouth.  

The Luther family were the first occupants, recorded at what
was  then 46 Manor Road, having moved from Ensbury Cottages,
Kinson  some  time  before  1881.  Here  they  raised  a  total  of  10
children and lost  another 3.  In 1901 David Luther is recorded as
being 78 years old and his wife, Ann as 61. At the next Census in
1911, Ann has been widowed, but is still living at the same address
with two of her daughters, Minnie aged 35 and Ethel aged 25. She is
still listed in the Mates Directory in 1914, but a year later the James
family are listed as the occupants.  

Prior to 1915 there was a blacksmith listed at 251 Wimborne Road
Moordown. Mr William Brinson worked his forge with his son, also
William.      
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Malvern Rd Forge location details

The site before development



The site after development



William James and son Percy, pictured in the Forge and Smithy
located at 64-66 Malvern Rd, Moordown.

This Echo photo of  William James and his son Percy in  the Malvern Rd Smithy,  was
probably taken in the late 1930s. (This remnant of the article is not dated). 

You can make out some of the words in the article... but not all!

The article describes the locations of other blacksmiths still working in the Bournemouth
area around that time.

This gem was rescued by Barbara Wescott, Mr.James' granddaughter



Percy James at his Malvern Rd Forge in 1962, showing boys of
class R2 from Winton School how  to shoe a horse......


