
Some Moordown memories  - from John Pudney

“ I lived in Limited Road from 1957 until I got married  in 1975. I went to Winton School for Boys 
from 1962 until 1967. I never had a lift to school  - it was either walk or cycle and as everybody  
else did the same it was normal. Only the staff had cars - although I do remember some 16/17 year
olds having motor bikes or motor scooters - or even bubble cars.

    The school then was a triple venue school. Games lessons were held at Ensbury Avenue playing 
fields right next door to Glenmoor School for Girls. Woodwork, metalwork, physics, chemistry and 
technical drawing were held at Oswald Road a half mile walk from Coronation Avenue. So 2 or 3 
times a week we would regularly make that walk, passing a tuck shop en route which must have 
made a good living from the passing pupils every weekday, as it was always lunch break when we 
made those trips. Lunch then was 90 minutes long  - 12pm till 1.30pm.

     I remember Gerald's Bakery where for an old penny on our way home you could get a bag of 
'stales' which were in fact end of the day cakes and pastries, which would have been discarded. I 
remember  Lawrence the Opticians next to the tuck shop and Deppers the toy shop where my Dad 
bought one of the original Scalextric sets. That had large heavy metal transformer that made a 
slight humming sound. I remember Tarrants the barbers where all the males in our family had their
haircuts, and Warnes the newsagents and tobacconist where I did a paper round from 1964 till 
1967. A morning round seven days a week, got up at 6.45am every day for 17 new pence a week 
and 35 new pence for a Sunday. The round would take 45 minutes, rain or shine. Mr Warne was a 
habitual smoker with a nasty smokers cough  - he would even have a cigarette in his mouth as he 
was coughing and and as my Dad was also hooked on tobacco. It put me off for life especially as 
my Dad made me take a drag on one when I was 14. Absolutely disgusting I remember.

      I used to go to the YMCA in Jameson Road, where my love of sport really took hold they had 5 
full size snooker tables, table tennis tables and a football team, there was a juke box room which 
had a couple of pinball machines, you could get a hot drink and a bite to eat as well. I played for 
the snooker 'C' team with Bernie Martin, Peter Domoney and Steve Taylor. 

We were sent out to play by Mum after school or weekends, and told to be back for tea at 6pm. 
We got up to all sorts all innocent fun. No health and safety  restrictions then, we all got
through those times and had laughs along the way. 
Now at 65 years of age it's just a memory - but would not have swapped it for anything!  “
  

---------------



“Does anybody remember Palmers the builders?... 
I went to Winton School for Boys from 1962 till 1967 and befriended a lad named Graham Palmer 
who I sat next to me in class. He invited me round to his house to hang out - this would have been 
in 1962. 
They lived in Hillcrest Road in Moordown, their house was fantastic  - so different to our house. 
As you walked in the front door there  was a curved staircase with a ornamental  fountain at the  
bottom. There was a music room with a piano and guitars, a downstairs wc, a large lounge a large 
kitchen with all mod cons ... and 2 smaller rooms which were Mr Palmers office and his secretary.
...The building business was run from the family home in those days.

  On the first floor there was at least 5 bedrooms and then another small staircase leading to the 
attic... But no ordinary attic was this because there was a full size snooker table, a large model 
railway, a small gym area and a record turntable and speakers. It was here we spent most of our 
time in the winter months,. 
The garden was large and on several levels, and there was an oddjob man who used to keep the 
garden up together, and do general household repairs. I didn't realise at the time but Mr Palmer 
was obviously a big name in the area. 
The house had big bay windows and is still there today (the address now no.6 Valette Rd). 

I remember he built a house for his daughter and son in law in the grounds of his house. 
Have done some research and can't find any trace of the family. 
I know Graham’s older brothers all went to Winton School for Boys.  
I lost touch with the family in the 1970's…. “

----------------

“Who remembers Thomas's grocers and general provisions shop on the corner of
Limited Road and Evelyn Road?... 
My family used this shop from 1957 onwards, as we were a family of 9 who lived in Limited Road, 
we used to have a big box of groceries delivered every Saturday morning to last us the week. 
I think there were 3 brothers and a sister who ran the shop, I can remember 2 of the brothers
 - Owen and Jack - and the sister was called Eileen I think?
 
Dad would send me over to buy 10 Woodbine cigarettes or a box of Ship matches. Mum would 
send me over for bread or potatoes, which you bought loose by the pound in weight, for 3d or 4d
depending if they were King Edwards or Whites - and they were always dirty! 
Ham and bacon were freshly cut from large joints on a dangerous bacon slicer which had an open 
blade.

Also, who remembers Walkers the newsagents on the corner of Garth Road and
Evelyn Road, and the Off Licence on the opposite corner? 
What about the cycle shop on the corner of Malvern Road and Oakwood Road run by Ken 
Thursby? 
This is where I bought my first and only bike - a racing bike which was all chrome with white
walled tyres, and cost me 30 guineas in 1968 -  a large sum then earned by me saving
regularly for a year!
 Pity it was pinched outside of Winton WMCA a few months later, despite being under lock and 
chain. Never to be seen again - I was left with the lock and chain neatly cut in two!”

--------------



“How much of a coincidence is this?…. a feature by Lauren Smallcalder shows Muscliffe Stores run 
by Daisy Thomas on the corner of Muscliffe Road and Evelyn Road with photos from the 
1920'same. I'm sure  they are the same family that had the shop on the corner of Limited Road and
Evelyn Road in the 1950's - and beyond - because I remember the the shop name ‘T. D. Thomas’ 
and there is a mention of son Owen who I recall as one of the brothers I knew who ran the shop in 
those days.”

------------

 “I was a member of Winton YMCA in Jameson Road from 1964 until 1974. As there were 5 full size
snooker tables at the club I was able to learn the game from their senior players and eventually I 
played for their 'C' team in the W C Clarke snooker league, held on a Thursday night throughout 
the winter. Team comprised of 3 players each playing 2 frames against other local clubs. Some 
company social clubs - including BDH in Alderney, Southernprint in Westbourne and Bournemouth 
Echo on Richmond Hill - as well as other church clubs and Bournemouth YMCA in Westover Road.

 The club also had table tennis teams and football team. My playing colleagues were Bernie Martin
and Peter Domoney. I wonder what became of them? 

You could buy hot drinks, soft drinks, filled rolls and chocolate bars. There were a couple of pinball 
machines and a juke box and a table football machine. I went there most nights in the week after 
doing my homework. Geoff Bowman was the guy who used to organise most things that were run 
there. 

Not sure what the building houses now, but it's still there. “

---------------
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