
MOORDOWN HALIFAX MEMORIAL

These notes are from Russell  Beard, and describe the family documents shown
below, which are connected with the effects of the crash at his mother's home at no.1031,
Wimborne Road, Moordown:

"For  me  the  most  poignant  item that  is  in  the  collection  is  the  letter  from my
grandfather sent to my grandmother on 25th March 1944. It gives an insight into how he
felt,  and the situation that existed. One was expected ‘to  get on with things’ with little
regard to the possibility of shock from  the event.
  My grandmother told me that she had a premonition that something unpleasant
was going to happen and had taken my mother, who was expecting me, to visit  relatives
in Wales.
 If my mother had stayed she would have been asleep in the top back bedroom,
which was covered in burning fuel. My grandfather was asleep  below.  Everyone said that
she would have certainly died.  

My grandfather went to stay at my grandmother's sister's house in Winton, until they
moved back to 1033a Wimborne Road. 

I was brought up there and until I  was 13, and used to play on the crash site".   
-----------

The photo below is of Russell's grandfather and mother - Peter Evans and his daughter
Hilda - who lived at no.1031, Wimborne Rd, one of the cottages destroyed in the fire after
the crash. 
Peter was a part time fireman - hence the uniform - and he worked at the Palace Court
Theatre



We must remember that 70 years ago private telephones were not an option for
many people. Urgent communications would need to be sent by Post Office telegram. Paid
for by the word, these typically short communications would be telegraphed between post
offices, and a pasted copy of the received transcript would then be delivered by courier
(telegram boy) to the final recipient.

The two telegrams below, from  Russell Beard's family documents, would be typical
of communications of this type. The first,  sent on the evening of the actual day of the
crash,  is  from  Peter's  sister  in  law  Nell,  and  is  obviously  a  reply  to  an  earlier
communication. It lets Peter Evans' wife and daughter, staying at Merthyr Tydfil, know that
he is safe:

This second telegram, sent  by Peter Evans to his wife a day later, is pretty stark - 
just 5 words:  'HOME BURNT COME BACK - PETE' 

....Receiving a telegram like that must have been quite a shock!



On 25th March, Peter Evans sent a longer letter to his wife - a copy of which is
reproduced below. From the style, we can probably guess that writing letters was not one
of Peter's favourite pastimes, and yet the letter is very powerful. 

Obviously still in a state of shock, he is hoping that his wife can come back home
soon, so that together they can start trying to put their lives back together. A  traumatic
situation for them all.....

There  is  something  very  comforting  in  reading  that  they were  able  to  move  in
temporarily with  other family members nearby.  It  was this kind of sense of family and
community spirit that must have made the hardships of war more bearable for a lot of
people.  I wonder if we would have done so well these days ?....



We can see from the photographs how the fire had destroyed the cottage itself.
The inventory lists below show the loss of the contents.  A fascinating list of the things you
might  find  in  a  family  home  from  70  years  ago.   Also,  some  6  months  later,  the
documentation describing the amount of  compensation that the RAF paid. Not much at
today's values, but something to help start rebuilding a home.  And there must have been
thousands of similar claims from all over the country, throughout those war years....
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