
These notes on the early history of Moordown Congregational Church are 
taken from the:

 ‘Throop Congregational Church Centenary Souvenir  1828 – 1928'

"Moordown was always warm-hearted , and especially in the days of the 
old chapel (See Photo A on the page below) situated in an obscure part of the 
‘village’ as it really was then.

Many, however, felt that the building was inadequate for, and unworthy 
of, the rising character of Moordown, with its incorporation with the Borough, 
and the up-to-date electric trams, etc.  For some years the Church had 
possessed almost opposite to ‘The Hollies’ and near the tram-way terminus a 
piece of freehold land – a valuable building site.  It looked as if the time had 
come to take action, if able to do so.  A consultation took place on the spot 
between three or four friends from Richmond Hill, Mr Field, and the Church 
Secretary, Mr Charles Marshall.  The top part of the land in Wimborne Road 
was exchanged for a piece situated in Malvern Road, and the Church resolved 
that when half the anticipated cost should be in hand they would erect a 
School-Chapel.  The people worked with a will, and subscribed generously, gave
concerts, held entertainments, and organised bazaars, on a modest scale, and 
when the necessary half was forthcoming, the present building was erected by 
Mr S. Dean of Winton, plans having been prepared by Messrs. Lawson & 
Reynolds, of Bournemouth, foundation stones being laid by the late Mrs J. D. 
Jones and Mr J. Elmes Beale on July 3rd 1906, and the building was opened for 
public worship on October 23rd 1906. (See Photo B below).  

The old building continued to be used by the ‘Social Institute’, which for 
a considerable time had met for recreation, and where numbers of boys and 
young men met two evenings in the week.  But the trouble that here showed 
itself was not peculiar to Moordown.  They were unable, through lack of 
interested workers, to adequately supervise the young fellows, and 
consequently the gambling element entered into some of the otherwise 
harmless games.  Horse-play became rampant, and much to the regret of many
in Moordown, including the policeman, the Institute was closed.  The sale of 
the old building helped to ‘raise the wind’ to clear the remaining debt on the 
new Chapel. "



Photo A -- The original Moordown Congregational Church building, which was located  in
Nursery Rd. (near the top of the hill, on the western side).

Today, it's one end of the cutting through to Redbreast Rd......

Photo B  ---The 'new' church building, opened in 1906 in Malvern Rd. Today, it's a
commercial premises, occupied by Denman's Electrical.

In 1930, the Church was moved again, to Priory View Rd.   Today, that building is occupied by
the  'Brethren' church movement.

Moordown Congregational (later United Reformed) Church itself no longer exists.....


