Beales - Christmas 'greetings' from over the years....

1917 - Rather formal and - understandably - no mention of the continuing war
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1919 - The Great War was over....looking forward to better times
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By 1920 Beales had taken over Okeys, the drapers in Commercial Road, which went on to
become 'Bealesons'.
Mr Okey, a great friend of John Elmes Beale, had given up the business following the loss
of 3 of his 4 sons during the Great War....
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By 1924 J.E.Beale's own sons are clearly becoming more prominent....



By 1944 Beales had built - and lost - a fine multi-storey Art Deco store.
Less than 10years old, the store was destroyed by fire in May 1943, following an air raid.
Among the illustrations of wartime paraphernalia, we can see 'plans' and a set square.
Clearly already looking forward to better times ahead.....again!




